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Lovers of Butekrit are well aware thet the Adhyatma
Prakssha Esryslaps sesigns & very important place, among
its muny~sided sctivities aimwed of stitmulating the study and
prtie of the Adbysiow Vidps, fo fhe publistion of
Corveet Hitioos of the presions works of ancient Vedantic
fonchers fike Shenkara snd Bamenujs, with necessary eids to
their study. o purtionlsr, the Instifution bas been actively
WW Bannads, English and Sauskrit- works ealoulated
o emble séudents of philosophy fo defermine and appreciate
the exich method of Bhavkans System

Susskrit works published s far fo this series snd bhose
thet are ready for the press, are listed ou the inside of the
ack eover,

While i i gniilying to note that the iutelleetunls sod
mafriots of the country are ovineing signs of revewed zeal and
devtion for the revival of Sanskrit sttdies, ¥ goes without
mmemsm&W bave yeb
fo look #0 the sympathy of generons Mathadhipaties and
wunlfiesd - bovefackors. . whebher for being printed or for
. thelr srenuons. stwty.

The Bhagivan Nethysos may be. graciously pleased fo
lospire magunimons patrous o support this noble esuss, is
he fervend prayer of
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{ An open se;ame to the Manduky

SOME OPINIONS

Very usefu! ic the students of Adwaita Vedanta who

follow the modern method as well ss the ancient
cre. Swamii's Commentary oo the Karikas shows
the depsh of Bis krowledge in the sabject, the clarity
of his exyressicn spd bis lueidity in style.
—The Sunday Standerd

2, This is not merely a commentary on the Karikas of

Gewdapada, The anthor covers & much wider ground,
faking in%c ncocomnt all  relevant erificism and
diseosses threndbare the implications of the Advaita
siandpoint vis & vis the obther systems.

—The Vedania Kesari

3, The Iniroduction in English and the Bhumiks in Sanskit

are both scholarly and valuable---- The language
is easy and forcible --- This is a book that requires
and deserves careful study. —The Prabuddha Bharata

4. Itis an erudite sod scholarly work explaining the

TUpenishad and Karika passages fully and thoromghly
with appropriste headings, and offen criticises views
beld by ethers ...The langusge employed in the
commentary is majestic and beautiful and one rarely
comes seross such writing nowadays, —The Hindu
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GENERAL PREFACE

The present edition of Sri Shankaracharya’s
Upanishad-Bhashyas, is intended for readers who
wish to have at a moderate price the plain text of
Shankara’s works unencnmbered by commentaries
and sub-commentaries but provided with such aids
1o study as a beginner is likely to peed in
appreciating the original.

Every volume of the series has been provided
with an Introduction, Short Notes on points of
special interest, References to parallel passages
in the other works of the great Acharya, a
Summary of the Upanishad; and an Index.

It is hoped that the systematic division of the
text into paragraphs with indication of important
various readings, the tracing of quotations to their
originals, and the close attention paid to typo-
graphical details; will all combine o make this
edition specially convenient for the earnest reader.

PUBLISHERS.



PREFATORY REMARKS

The Teaching of the Upanishad

The Kena is tre second of the series of
smaller Upanishads which [ have edited with
notes for publication by the Adhyatma Prakasha
Karyalaya. Itsimportance hes m the fact that it
directiy iovites oar attention to the Vedantic
doctrine of the Universal Witnessing Principle
witich is the one real Self of us ail-

The Upanishad telis us that, while this Self or
Branman can never be perceived by the semses or
represented by the intellect; it can nevertheless be
intuited asour immediate essence quite other than
all that is known or unknown to us- Brahman
readily lends itself to be mude an object of medi-’
tation by its devotees: but this circumstarice should
not justiy amy one to consider it as really an object
of sense or intellect. It is rather that metaphysical
preseace which goickens and enkindles all our
instruments of kpowledge so as to enable them to
throw any light apon their objects. If we could
bat attend to it introspectively we conld intuit it as
the eternal Witnessing Effulgance, each time we
are aware of any external object. This knowledge,
the Upanisad claims, enables the aspirant to realise
himself as identical with that Brahman, his own
inalienable and eternal immortality.

Shankara’s Bhashyas and the Gloss thereon

Unlike the other Upanishads, the Kena has two
commentaries both ascribed to the famous Sri



Shankaracharya. For reasons stated in the Sanskrit
Introduction, I have come to the conclusion that the
so-called Vakya Bhashva, cannot have been from
the pen of the same author that wrote the other
commentary. How far my argument is admissible,
Ileave the critical reader to judge.

The glossator on the Bhashyas has been
generally identified with the Anandagiri that has
explamed Shankara’s Bhashyas on the other
classical Upanishads as well as on the Sotra Bhasya.
I have stated my reasons as to why I demaur to
this acquiescence also. In any cases this glossator
has not, to my mind, done full justice to many a
passage in the Bhashya.. 1 have therefore ventured
to ofter these notes of my own, explaining at fuller
length, many points that would otherwise remain
obscure. Students who use the notes should be able
to see how far I have been successful in this attempt.

] Acknowledgments
I have received suggestions and criticisms from.
all the Pandits mentioned in my Mandukya Rahasya
. Vivriti. In patticular, Ishould remember Pandita
Pravara H. Ananta Murthy Sastrigal and Parakkage

who took the pains of going through the whole of
the manuscript and offering helpful suggestions. My
Narayana Smaranams to these Pandits.

EDITOR
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